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rather should be on helping him to learn better ways or
meeting everyday situations and crises.
At this age a child may lie to parent or teacher when he
would not to a member of his own gang. Hence it would
be helpful if the standards of truth, based on community or
interest, prevailing in the gang could be broadened to in-
clude the school and the home.
In all grades from the fourth to the twelfth are found
children who consistently tell the truth and others who tell
falsehoods when faced with a trying situation. Why does the
untruthful group lie? Intelligence tests have shown that
it is not always because these children cannot think clearly
or in abstract terms. In most cases tests of moral judgment
have indicated that it is not because they lack moral dis-
crimination. The child's behavior can only be understood
by a study of the conditions under which it occurred.
Treatment.— What can be done about lying? In the first
place, the habit of lying may be prevented by detecting a
child's first attem'pts, and making him realize that "advan-
tage rarely comes of it" — that there are usually better ways
of meeting situations. He must learn that lying usually
makes a bad situation worse. A teacher or parent wrho is
"easygoing" or indifferent in detecting falsehoods helps to
strengthen the habit of telling lies.
In the second place, a habit of fearlessness needs to be
built up. Social approval should be given for moral courage.
An appeal may be made to children's admiration of fear-
lessness and courage, and the relationship between physical
courage and moral courage should be pointed out. The
story about George Washington and his colt illustrates both
of these types of bravery, fearlessness in riding the colt and
fearlessness in telling »his mother die truth about the colt's
sudden death.
Specific causes demand specific treatment. If a child lies
about his own or his father's accomplishments in order to
make an impression on someone, an opportunity should be
devised whereby he can satisfy his desire for approval and
mastery in some other way. If a child tells lies through fear

